M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative MBride ;O:k Wldlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 978

1 AN ACT TO PROTECT THE HUNTI NG LANDS OF M SSI SSI PPl ; TO ENSURE
2 THAT LAND WLL ALWAYS BE AVAI LABLE TO THE CI TI ZENS OF M SSI SSI PP
3 FOR PURPCSES OF HUNTI NG AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. (1) Subject to existing rights, |ands nanaged by
6 the Commission on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall be open to

7 access and use for recreational hunting except as limted by the

8 commission for reasons of public safety, honeland security, or as
9 otherwise limted by |aw

10 (2) The comm ssion shall exercise its authority to manage

11 lands in a manner to support, pronote and enhance recreational

12 hunting opportunities to the extent authorized by |aw.

13 (3) The commi ssion is not required to give preference to

14 hunting over other uses or priorities established by state |aw.

15 (4) To the greatest practicable extent, comm ssion |and

16 rmanagenent decisions and actions may not result in any net |oss of
17 any acreage available for hunting opportunities that exists on

18 July 1, 2006.

19 (5) Before January 1 of each year, the conm ssion shal
20 submt to the chairnen of the respective wildlife conmttees in
21 each house a witten report containing:
22 (a) The acreage nmanaged by the conmm ssion that has been
23 closed to recreational hunting during the previous year and the
24 reasons for the closures; and
25 (b) The acreage nmanaged by the comm ssion that was
26 opened to recreational hunting to conpensate for the acreage that
27 was cl osed during the previous year.
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SECTI ON 2.

Section 1 of this act shall be codified within

Title 49, Chapter 5, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTI ON 3.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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